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2021-2022 Growing and Moving Forward

National statistics show that, without
support, first-generation students are more
likely to have difficulty finding their place in
college and in navigating higher education
culture. According to Dr. Penny McPherson-
Myers, co-chair of the First-Generation Task
Force, national statistics show that first-gen
students drop out of college at four times the
rate of their peers whose parents have
completed post-secondary education.

Flying First works to counteract that by
providing vast resources to first-generation
students, their families, and to the faculty
members and staff who teach and mentor
them.

Our recent designation as a First-Gen
Forward Institution means the University
joins a devoted community of professionals
who can share evidence-based practices and
resources, troubleshoot challenges, generate
knowledge and continue to advance the
success of first-generation students at
Rowan and throughout the nation, according
to Myers and Amy Ruymann, co-chair of the
First-Generation Task Force.

“NASPA’s First-Gen Forward designation
underscores Rowan’s commitment to first-
generation students,” Ruymann notes. “We
look forward to sharing ideas with other
First-gen Forward institutions as we
continue to support the success of first-
generation students.”
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Mission
The Rowan University First-Generation Task Force aims to provide tools and opportunities for 
students to have a successful personal, professional, academic and social college 
experience. The goal of the program is to help first-generation college students feel engaged 
and appreciated by the broader Rowan University community as a means of improving 
persistence and personal growth.

The Flying First program provides an opportunity for Rowan University members to increase 
awareness about the experiences of first-generation college students and to share 
knowledge and best practices for first-generation college student success.

First-Generation Task Force Mission

Fall 2021 by the Numbers

Fall 2021 Total Undergraduate Enrollment: 15,163

First-generation students make up 36% of 
Rowan's undergraduate population
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Be optimistic, open minded and keep 
moving forward towards your dreams. - 
Angie Murillo, '22

Earned First-Gen Forward Designation
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Highlights

The University’s Flying First program was 
named to the 2021-22 First-gen Forward 
Cohort, an initiative of NASPA-Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher Education and The 
Suder Foundation. The designation 
recognizes institutions of higher education 
that have demonstrated a commitment to 
improving experiences and advancing 
outcomes for first-generation college 
students. Institutions earning the designation 
receive professional development
opportunities, 

Harriet Hartman, Ph.D is the recipient of the
Excellence in Advocacy of First-Gen Students
Award 2022, which recognizes outstanding
contributions, support, and advocacy for our
first-generation students.

Excellence in Advocacy Award 

community building
experiences and
first access to the
center’s research
and resources.
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Student
Bene�ts

Book Awards for First-Gen Students

During the fall of 2021, students in the First 
Generation Learning Community were offered 
up to $500 in funds to purchase books. 

First-Gen Honor Society Established

The Rowan University chapter of Alpha 
Alpha  Alpha was approved in the Fall of 
2021.  In the Fall 2022, 63 undergraduate 
students and  Dr. Ali A. Houshmand were 
inducted into the national honor society. 
The purpose of this organization is to 
recognize academic achievements in first-
generation college students, create 
enthusiasm for scholarship, to promote 
leadership, and to provide support 
networks for first-generation students 
within the university. 

1stgenhonors.org

go.rowan.edu/TriAlpha

First-Gen Graduate Pin Initiative

The First-Generation Task Force introduced 
first-generation graduate pins to Rowan 
University undergraduate, graduate, and 
medical students  at commencement. They 
were a huge hit with first-gen graduates and 
their families. The pins met their purpose, 
bringing visibility and awareness to Rowan’s 
first-gen community and providing first-gen 
students with a memento of their great 
accomplishment.

“This pin identifies 
whoever wears it as a 
Rowan University first-

generation college 
graduate. First-

generation students are 
hard-working, resilient 

and determined. Please 
wear this pin as a 
reminder of your 

accomplishment of being 
first to fly.” 

https://www.1stgenhonors.org/
https://go.rowan.edu/TriAlpha


Rowan is an extremely inclusive university that 
actually cares for its students. Throughout its 
various facilities, activities and amicable staff, I 
have found a home in Rowan. - Jacob Rodriquez ' 22
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Programming

Alumni Panel

The Alumni Engagement and Advancement 
Committee hosted an alumni dinner to provide 
an opportunity for our Rowan first-gen alumni 
to provide insight into their careers and share 
tips for students to achieve their academic, 
personal and professional goals.

National Celebration Day

November 8th is the National First-
Generation College Student Day to honor the 
anniversary of the signing of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965. Annually, Rowan 
celebrates this date by providing first-gen 
resources, carnival celebration activities, and 
a first-gen alumni panel presentation. 

First-Gen Community Dinner

During the fall of 2021, the Student 
Engagement committee began hosting 
monthly first-generation dinners to connect 
with and promote engagement among the 
learning community and general first-gen 
student population. 

Tiana Howard '22 - First-generation, 
communication studies, honors student



First-Gen Learning Community
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Student
Engagement

In Fall 2022,  23 first year college students were
welcomed into the First-Gen Learning
Community. First-gen monthly community
dinners were held with faculty and staff to aid
in their transition to college and to increase
 engagement on campus. 

Pizza Party Mania

Each semester Flying First hosts a welcome 
pizza party for first-generation students. 
This annual event is an opportunity to kickoff 
a new semester, while sharing resources and 
information and building community.

5th Annual Symposium: Student Focused

As part of the 5th annual Symposium, held 
February 2-3, 2022,  undergraduate and 
graduate students from multiple institutions 
across the country engaged in discussion on 
topics of first-gen experiences. Students were 
able to connect with one another and find ways 
to use their voices to serve as advocates for 
their needs. Students also attended a unique 
career exploration event that taught them how 
to research job titles, while connecting them 
with first-generation alumni from a variety of 
industries. 

Giana Moyer '22 - First-generation,
health and physical education, cheerleader
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Timeline
Rowan University earns 

recognition as a NASPA First-

Gen Forward institution, due to 

the work of Flying First.

First-Gen Forward

2021
The 4th annual First-

Generation Symposium goes 

virtual, attracting 

registrants from over 50 

colleges nationwide.

Going Virtual

2020

Rowan's first living-learning 

community for first-generation 

college students is established 

for the Fall 2019 cohort.

Living-Learning Community

2019
Flying First partners with

University Advancement to raise

scholarship funding through

Rowan's 4th annual Run for

Rowan 5k.

Run for Rowan 5k Teamwork Award

Flying First receives Rowan's

Employee Recognition Program

Teamwork Award.

Rowan University establishes 

the Delta Tau Chapter of the 

Alpha Alpha Alpha First-

Generation Honor Society.

Tri-Alpha Honor Society

2022
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Rowan participates in the first 

national NASPA First-Gen 

Celebration Day.

First-Gen Celebration

2018
Flying First develops a website 

feature called "Glossary of 

Terms" to help first-gen families 

navigate the college process.

Glossary of Terms

The inaugural First-Generation 

Symposium was a Rowan-only 

event held on Oct. 5, 2017.

First Symposium

2017
The First-Generation Task Force 

met for the first time in June 2017 

to establish Flying First.

Flying First is Born

Student Programming
Flying First begins to partner 

with departments across 

campus to provide programming 

for first-generation college 

students.
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Expenditures
$3,498.54

$2,867.00

$1,839.56

$1,215.00 

$228.20

$139.00

$129.10

$106.63

$86.00

$10,109.03

Catering: Building community through hosting student-centered 
pizza parties, and Learning Community dinners

Commencement Pins: Recognizing and celebrating first-generation 
graduates with complimentary pins at graduation

Textbook Awards: Alleviating financial hardships through a first-
generation book buying program

Tri-Alpha Honor Society: Celebrating high-achieving first-
generation students through Chapter establishment and induction

Professional Development: Raising first-generation awareness 
among faculty and staff through NASPA webinars & discussion

Homecoming Supplies: Bolstering visibility and a community of 
support with a presence and giveaways at Homecoming

Marketing: Printing flyers, stickers, and other materials to promote 
first-generation events and messaging

Administrative: Providing lunch at the First-Generation Task Force 
Chairs Retreat

Recognition: Recognizing faculty support through Excellence in 
Advocacy of First-Gens Award

Total Expenditures

2021-2022 Academic Year

Did you know?
Flying First has no budget. We rely on 
faculty & staff volunteers and donations.



- 11 -

Thank You

Thank you Run for Rowan 5k sponsors, donors, and participants!

Thank you to the donors of the following scholarships, 
which support first-generation students:

The Run for Rowan 5K has become a signature University event thanks to our hundreds of 
participants and generous sponsors. Each spring, the run brings together alumni, students, faculty, 
staff and friends for a morning of camaraderie and friendly competition to support Rowan students 
through initiatives like Flying First.

From Glassboro to Colorado, the 2022 Run for Rowan 5K was the biggest in event history! 406 
participants across 12 states raced for Rowan University’s First-Generation Task Force program 
initiative. The 7th Annual Run for Rowan 5K raised $14,470.00 to support academic success for 
first generation students.

From providing food and drinks for the runners to funding student scholarships, our sponsors play a 
key role in making the Run for Rowan 5K a meaningful experience for everyone! 2022 sponsors 
included Daniel P. RyanFoundation, Nathaniel Geary Realty, Withum Advisory Tax Audit and ACE 
Screen Printing and Embroidery. Special thanks to Zallie’s Fresh Kitchen and Arsenal Sound.

Charles & Denise Linderman Scholarship

Christopher DeMayo Endowed Scholarship in Accounting

College of Communication and Creative Arts Flying First 

Scholarship

Dr. Stacey N. Pierce Scholarship of Leadership

Enterprise Foundation Scholarship

Ferrar & Joseph Renzulli Endowed Scholarship

Gene D'Orazio Annual Scholarship in Business

Gina Lemanowicz Pusloski & Charles Pusloski Annual 

Scholarship in Law & Justice Studies

Martyn & Cheryl Gallus Flying First Scholarship

Trymaine Lee Diversity in Media Scholarship

Vogel & Woods Merit Scholarship

JT Kurtz '21 - First-generation, computer 
science major, assistant resident director

go.rowan.edu/FirstGenGiving

https://go.rowan.edu/FirstGenGiving


go.rowan.edu/flyingfirst
firstgen@rowan.edu @RowanFlying1st

Tri-Alpha Honor Society
Inaugural  Induction Ceremony


