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1. Introduction
The M.S. and Ph.D. degree programs are designed to prepare creative and confident
problem solvers for careers that contribute at the forefront of materials science and
engineering. The Ph.D. degree program is a terminal degree program. Students that
successfully complete the M.S. or Ph.D. program will significantly enhance their
marketability and earning potential and thereby impact the economic development of
New Jersey and beyond.
(Enter Information here)

2. Faculty and Staff Contact Information
Interim Program Coordinator:
(Enter Coordinator and email here)
(Enter Department contacts here)
3. Overview of Programs
The Master’s program requires a minimum of 30 credits of graduate-level work beyond
the bachelor’s degree and offers both a thesis track and a non-thesis track. Students
in both tracks are required to complete the 4 core courses. Students in the thesis track
need 6 credits of thesis research and are required to produce and defend a Master’s
thesis document to complete the degree, while students in the non-thesis track may
still participate in research but are not required to submit a thesis.
(Enter number of classes here)

Core Courses:
(Enter all Core Courses here)

Transfer Credit Evaluation-
At Rowan University, graduate students may petition to apply eligible graduate course

credits earned at another institution toward a Rowan graduate degree or certificate
program. To request transfer credit, the student’s advisor, program coordinator, or
department chair/head must complete the official transfer credit petition form found
here. The completed form, along with a copy of the student’s official transcript, should
be submitted to globalstudent@rowan.edu for evaluation. All transfer credit requests
are carefully reviewed to ensure alignment with Rowan’s academic standards and the
student’s program requirements.

Program Requirements to Maintain Minimum Satisfactory Academic Progress:
(Enter all GPA Requirements here)

Research Requirements:
(Enter all Research Requirements here)

Proposal Presentation (Dissertation Proposal)
Only the Ph.D. students must perform the Proposal Presentation. Taken only after
passing the dissertation seminar, the primary purpose of the proposal presentation is to
ensure that the foundational work has been laid for the dissertation completion. It
serves as a detailed plan for your research project. It is not meant to be too rigid;
however, a well-planned proposal presentation document will enable you to have a
smoother completion of the work.
The proposal presentation typically follows the qualifying exam within 6 months to one
year and builds upon the earlier presentation. It focuses on identifying a specific
problem in the field, providing detailed insights into the issue, and outlining the
approach to address it. The presentation should also highlight potential pitfalls in the
research process and propose strategies to overcome them.
The Dissertation Proposal form must be completed and signed by the Committee Chair
and Committee Members. This form must be submitted to the Program Coordinator.

B. Written Thesis/Dissertation

The M.S. students must complete a thesis and the Ph.D. students must complete a
dissertation. A written thesis/dissertation is the culminating scholarly work for students
pursuing a doctoral degree. It serves as a comprehensive document that demonstrates
that the student has advanced knowledge and made significant original contributions to
their field of study. The length of a thesis can vary but often ranges from 80 to 150
pages. The length of the dissertation can vary but often ranges from 150 to 300 pages,
depending on the field and the nature of the research. The length (no matter how long
or short) should be adequate to thoroughly explore the research questions and
demonstrate the student’s mastery of the subject. The dissertation includes in-depth
analysis, discussion, and synthesis of research findings and provides a comprehensive
exploration of the chosen topic.
Ethical compliance considerations may apply. If the research involves human subjects
or laboratory animals, Institutional Review Board (IRB) and Institutional Animal Care
and Use Committee (IACUC) approvals must be obtained. Copies of any approved
IRBs associated with the research should be included in the appendix of the
dissertation, ensuring that ethical standards were met.
The dissertation is reviewed and signed off by the student’s dissertation committee,
research advisory and the School of Graduate Studies representing the university’s
endorsement of the scholarly work.

Suggested Components to include for a Well-Written Thesis or Dissertation:
● Title Page: Includes the dissertation title, student’s name, institution, department,
date of submission, and names of committee members.
● Abstract: A concise summary of the research, including the research question,
methodology, results, and conclusions.
● Acknowledgements: Recognition of those who supported and contributed to the
research.
● Table of Contents: A detailed outline of the dissertation’s structure, including all
chapters and subheadings.
● Introduction: Introduces the research topic, significance, research questions,
and objectives.
● Literature Review: A comprehensive review of existing literature, highlighting
gaps that the dissertation addresses.
● Methodology: A detailed description of the research methods and procedures
used to collect and analyze data.
● Results: Presentation of research findings, including data analysis, tables, and
figures.
● Discussion: Interpretation of the results, discussing their implications,
limitations, and relevance to the field.
● Conclusion: Summarizes the key findings, their contributions to the field, and
potential areas for future research.
● References: A comprehensive list of all sources cited in the dissertation,
formatted according to academic standards.
● Appendices: Additional material supporting the dissertation, such as raw data,
survey instruments, and IRB approvals.
C. Thesis or Dissertation Defense
A thesis or dissertation defense is a critical examination and formal presentation of a
doctoral candidate's dissertation research. It serves as an opportunity for the candidate
to present their findings, demonstrate their understanding of the research, and defend
their work before a panel of experts. During the presentation, the candidate presents an
overview of their work including the research question, methodology, and conclusions.
The defense is an examination where committee members ask questions to evaluate
the candidate’s understanding, methodology, and contributions to the field. Typically,
the committee members will have been given the completed dissertation document to
read one or two weeks prior to the scheduled defense date. The questions and answer
session is an opportunity for the committee to interrogate sections of the
thesis/dissertation document (as well as the formal presentation) and quite often, the
committee members will provide edits or suggested changes to the thesis/dissertation
document at the end of the defense. In this program, the initial portion of the defense is
open to the public, allowing faculty, staff, students, and other interested parties to attend
and ask questions. Following the open session, a closed session is held where only the
dissertation committee members are present. During this closed session, the
committee engages in a more detailed and rigorous examination of the candidate’s
work. Successful completion of the thesis/dissertation defense is documented using the
Thesis/Dissertation Approval Form (Section A) which must be signed by the committee
members and the candidate’s research advisor in order to declare the dissertation
defense as “passed”. The thesis/dissertation defense typically occurs during the final
semester at Rowan University.
The outcome of a thesis/dissertation defense can take on a variety of forms, each with
specific implications for the doctoral candidate:

Pass:

● Definition: A "pass" indicates that the dissertation defense is successfully
completed and will not need to be repeated.
● Implications: Even if there are still edits to be made to the thesis/dissertation
document itself, the candidate has met the requirements for the defense. The
thesis/dissertation committee may request minor revisions to the document, but
these do not necessitate another defense session.
Pass with Conditions:
● Definition: A "pass with conditions" means that the candidate has met most of
the requirements but must address specific issues before the defense is fully
approved. The committee will not sign the Thesis/Dissertation approval form
until the conditions have been met.
● Implications: The candidate may need to revisit the presentation, either with the
full committee or a subset of the committee. This revisit may involve addressing
particular aspects of the thesis/dissertation work, such as clarifying certain
points, making significant revisions, or providing additional data or analysis. Once
these conditions are met to the committee's satisfaction, the candidate will be
granted a full pass.
Fail:
● Definition: A "fail" indicates that the candidate did not meet the requirements for
a successful thesis/dissertation defense.
● Implications: A candidate who does not pass may be permitted to repeat the
defense after addressing the issues raised by the committee. In some cases, the
candidate may not be allowed to repeat the defense, which means they will not
receive the degree. The specific conditions and potential for a second attempt
are discussed by the committee.

The only documentation that a defense has been passed successfully is the completed
and signed section A of the Thesis/Dissertation Approval Form. Verbal notification of a
successful pass is not adequate to advance the student to receive the rights and
privileges of those who have successfully passed.

4. Affiliated Faculty
(Enter Faculty and Emails here)

5. University Policies
Thesis and dissertation Requirements
A comprehensive set of policies, forms, and deadlines for thesis and dissertation
requirements may be found on the Rowan University Office of Sponsored Research
page:
https://research.rowan.edu/officeofresearch/graduateresearch/graduate-research-servic
es/thesis.html
Students should carefully read and consult the requirements and policies well in
advance of preparing their dissertations.
Committee Appointment Form
This form is used to designate thesis/dissertation committee membership and changes
to the thesis/dissertation committee membership
https://sites.rowan.edu/sgs/graduate-academic-services/forms/committee-appointment-f
orm.pdf
Qualifying Examination Form
This form is used to indicate the outcome of Qualifying Examination. Download the
Ph.D. Qualifying Examination form here. This form must be completed and signed by
the Committee Chair and Committee Members and must be submitted to the Program
Coordinator.
Proposal Presentation Form
This form is used to indicate the outcome of the Proposal Presentation Examination.
Download Thesis/Dissertation Proposal form here. This form must be completed and
signed by the Committee Chair and Committee Members and must be submitted to the
Program Coordinator.
Thesis/Dissertation Approval Form
This form is used to indicate the outcome of Dissertation defense and successful
submission of the thesis document.
https://sites.rowan.edu/sgs/graduate-academic-services/forms/dissertation-approval-for
m.pdf

Transfer Credit Evaluation-
This form is used to petition for course credits to be applied from other institutions and

must be completed and signed by the student’s advisor, program coordinator, or chair/head.
https://sites.rowan.edu/sgs/_docs/graduate-credit-transfer-evaluation-form-041422.docx
Research Misconduct
The Rowan University policy on research misconduct may be found on the University
Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Research+Misconduct

Classroom Behavior
The Rowan University policy on classroom behavior may be found on the University
Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Classroom+Behavior
Student Complaints
The Rowan University policy on student complaints may be found on the University
Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Student+Complaint+Procedures
Grade Disputes
The Rowan University policy on grade disputes may be found on the University
Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Grade+Dispute+Policy
In accordance with this policy, students may pursue appeals to the Grade Grievance
Committee by contacting the Office of the Provost at officeoftheprovost@rowan.edu.
Academic Integrity
The Rowan University policy on academic integrity may be found on the University
Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Academic+Integrity+Policy
Attendance
The Rowan University policy on attendance may be found on the University Website:

https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Attendance+Policy
Student Life and Student Affairs
Various Rowan University policies concerning student life and student affairs are
collected on the University Website:
https://confluence.rowan.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=39946602

