DEI BOOK STUDY
RECOMMENDATIONS
DEI encourages council members to start a book study with their respective departments,
to continually learn and engage in various topics surrounding DEI. We recommend the
following books! Please email DEI@Rowan.edu with any questions or further
recommendations.

Anti-Racism
Two-faced Racism by Leslie Houts Picca

Two-Faced Racism examines and explains the racial attitudes and behaviours exhibited
by whites in private settings. While there are many books that deal with public attitudes,
behaviours, and incidences concerning race and racism (frontstage), there are few studies
on the attitudes whites display among friends, family, and other whites in private settings
(backstage).

How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi

In How to Be an Antiracist, Kendi takes readers through a widening circle of antiracist
ideas—from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities—that will help readers see
all forms of racism clearly, understand their poisonous consequences, and work to
oppose them in our systems and in ourselves.

Racism Without Racists by Edward Bonilla-Silva
Bonilla-Silva documents how, beneath our contemporary conversation about race, there
lies a full-blown arsenal of arguments, phrases, and stories that whites use to account for—
and ultimately justify—racial inequalities. The fifth edition of this provocative book makes
clear that color blind racism is as insidious now as ever.

Long Time Coming: Reckoning with Race in America
by Michael Eric Dyson

Long Time Coming grapples with the cultural and social forces that have shaped our
nation in the brutal crucible of race. In five beautifully argued chapters―each addressed
to a black martyr from Breonna Taylor to Rev. Clementa Pinckney―Dyson traces the
genealogy of anti-blackness from the slave ship to the street corner where Floyd lost his
life―and where America gained its will to confront the ugly truth of systemic racism.
Ending with a poignant plea for hope, Dyson’s exciting new book points the way to social
redemption. Long Time Coming is a necessary guide to help America finally reckon with
race.

Racial History
The 1619 Project by Nikole Hannah-Jones

The New York Times Magazine’s award-winning “1619 Project” issue reframed our
understanding of American history by placing slavery and its continuing legacy at the center
of our national narrative. This new book substantially expands on that work, weaving
together eighteen essays that explore the legacy of slavery in present-day America with
thirty-six poems and works of fiction that illuminate key moments of oppression, struggle,
and resistance.

Faces At The Bottom Of The Well: The Permanence Of
Racism by Derrick Bell

Civil rights activist and legal scholar Derrick Bell uses allegory and historical examples to
argue that racism is an integral and permanent part of American society. African
American struggles for equality are doomed to fail so long as the majority of whites do
not see their own well-being threatened by the status quo. Bell calls on African
Americans to face up to this unhappy truth and abandon a misplaced faith in inevitable
progress.

The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our
Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein
Richard Rothstein’s The Color of Law offers “the most forceful argument ever published
on how federal, state, and local governments gave rise to and reinforced neighborhood
segregation” (William Julius Wilson). Exploding the myth of de facto segregation arising
from private prejudice or the unintended consequences of economic forces, Rothstein
describes how the American government systematically imposed residential
segregation: with undisguised racial zoning; public housing that purposefully segregated
previously mixed communities; subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs; tax
exemptions for institutions that enforced segregation; and support for violent
resistance to African Americans in white neighborhoods.

Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical
Experimentation on Black Americans from Colonial
Times to the Present by Harriet A. Washington

From the era of slavery to the present day, starting with the earliest encounters between
Black Americans and Western medical researchers and the racist pseudoscience that
resulted, Medical Apartheid details the ways both slaves and freedmen were used in
hospitals for experiments conducted without their knowledge—a tradition that continues
today within some black populations.

On Juneteenth by Annette Gordon-Reed

Weaving together American history, dramatic family chronicle, and searing episodes of
memoir, Annette Gordon-Reed’s On Juneteenth provides a historian’s view of the
country’s long road to Juneteenth, recounting both its origins in Texas and the
enormous hardships that African-Americans have endured in the century since, from
Reconstruction through Jim Crow and beyond.

Superior: The Return of Race Science by Angela Saini

Superior tells the disturbing story of the persistent thread of belief in biological racial
differences in the world of science. After the horrors of the Nazi regime in World War II,
the mainstream scientific world turned its back on eugenics and the study of racial
difference. But a worldwide network of intellectual racists and segregationists quietly
founded journals and funded research, providing the kind of shoddy studies that were
ultimately cited in Richard Herrnstein and Charles Murray’s 1994 title The Bell Curve,
which purported to show differences in intelligence among races.

The Color of Success: Asian Americans and the Origins
of the Model Minority (Politics and Society in Modern
America) by Ellen D. Wu
Weaving together myriad perspectives, Wu provides an unprecedented view of racial
reform and the contradictions of national belonging in the civil rights era. She highlights
the contests for power and authority within Japanese and Chinese America alongside
the designs of those external to these populations, including government officials, social
scientists, journalists, and others. And she demonstrates that the invention of the model
minority took place in multiple arenas, such as battles over zoot suiters leaving wartime
internment camps, the juvenile delinquency panic of the 1950s, Hawaii statehood, and
the African American freedom movement.

Racial Healing
My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the
Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by Resmaa
Menakem
In this groundbreaking book, therapist Resmaa Menakem examines the damage caused
by racism in America from the perspective of trauma and body-centered psychology.
The body is where our instincts reside and where we fight, flee, or freeze, and it endures
the trauma inflicted by the ills that plague society. Menakem argues this destruction will
continue until Americans learn to heal the generational anguish of white supremacy,
which is deeply embedded in all our bodies. Our collective agony doesn't just affect
African Americans. White Americans suffer their own secondary trauma as well. So do
blue Americans—our police.

Racial Healing Handbook by Anneliese Singh

Healing from racism is a journey that often involves reliving trauma and experiencing
feelings of shame, guilt, and anxiety. This journey can be a bumpy ride, and before
we begin healing, we need to gain an understanding of the role history plays in
racial/ethnic myths and stereotypes. In so many ways, to heal from racism, you must
re-educate yourself and unlearn the processes of racism. This book can help guide
you.

Indigenous Paradigms
Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer

As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of nature with
the tools of science. As a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces
the notion that plants and animals are our oldest teachers. Drawing on her life as an
indigenous scientist, and as a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living
beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae, and
sweetgrass―offer us gifts and lessons, even if we've forgotten how to hear their
voices. In reflections that range from the creation of Turtle Island to the forces that
threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the
awakening of ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration
of our reciprocal relationship with the rest of the living world.

Anti-Semitism
How to Fight Anti-Semitism by Bari Weiss

For most Americans, the massacre at Tree of Life, the synagogue where Bari Weiss
became a bat mitzvah, came as a shock. But anti-Semitism is the oldest hatred,
commonplace across the Middle East and on the rise for years in Europe. So that terrible
morning in Pittsburgh, as well as the continued surge of hate crimes against Jews in cities
and towns across the country, raise a question Americans cannot avoid: Could it happen
here? This book is Weiss’s answer.

Neurodiversity
Neurotribes: The Legacy of Autism and the Future of
Neurodiversity by Steve Silberman
NeuroTribes: The Legacy of Autism and the Future of Neurodiversity is a book by
Steve Silberman that discusses autism and neurodiversity from historic, scientific and
advocacy-perspective.

Gender
She's Not There by Jennifer Finney Boylan

The groundbreaking publication of She’s Not There in 2003 jump-started the transgender
revolution. By turns hilarious and deeply moving, Boylan – a cast member on I Am Cait;
an advisor to the television series Transparent, and a contributing opinion writer for the
New York Times -- explores the territory that lies between men and women, examines
changing friendships, and rejoices in the redeeming power of love and family.

