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The Faculty Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning creates appropriate connections across campus in order to facilitate 
individuals’ growth as engaged University citizens and serves faculty, supporting offices and the institution in pursuit of teaching, 
scholarship and creative excellence. The Center’s three areas of activity are 1) induction and ongoing support of junior faculty; 
2) professional development focused on research-based teaching practices, learner-centered teaching, reflective pedagogy 
and academic career progress; and 3) institutional change relevant to teaching, scholarship and creative activities. The Center 
encourages self-directed inquiry through various modes including programs, learning communities, discussion groups and 
conference participation.
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Rowan University Welcomes
our new faculty for 2017-2018

Dear Friend, 

This academic year, we welcomed 31 new tenure-track faculty to 
the Rowan family. They are settling into their places within 21 
departments across our many colleges, schools and campuses. In 
their new home, they join top faculty members who work in the 
classroom, in the lab and in the field alongside more than 18,000 
undergraduate, graduate and medical students. As educators, 
researchers and mentors, each one makes a difference in the lives 
of our students. They join a distinguished faculty of committed 
professionals who take an interest in what our students learn 
today and where they will go tomorrow. 

Like professors who have been here five years — and 25 years 
— these new hires represent the best of the best. Rowan — with its ongoing commitment 
to undergraduate education — continues to strive to attract the highest-quality faculty, and 
these new professors are indeed that. They come to us from the University of Texas at Austin, 
University of Georgia, University of Oregon and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, among 
other top-flight schools and programs.

Faster than seems humanly possible, we have new buildings, new programs, new collaborations, 
but, most importantly, we have fresh new faces helping to build a legacy. The professors featured 
here will have the most to say about what Rowan becomes in the next 20 years. We look forward 
to their contributions to our students’ education, scholarship in their disciplines, service to the 
University and engagement in the community. 

Sincerely,

Bonnie Angelone, Ph.D.
Director
Faculty Center
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Mohammad Abedin-Nasab
Assistant Professor
Department of Biomedical Engineering
Henry M. Rowan College of Engineering

B.S., Mechanical Engineering, KNT University of Technology, Iran; M.S., Mechanical 
Engineering, Sharif University of Technology, Iran; Ph.D., Mechanical Engineering, Sharif 
University of Technology

Dr. Abedin-Nasab’s professional and research interests include surgical robotics, biomechanics 
and nonlinear control. He is the director of the Surgical Robotics Lab at Rowan University 
where he is developing new surgical robotic and imaging systems for orthopedic applications. 
Dr. Abedin-Nasab is the first recipient at Rowan University of the prestigious University City 
Science Center grant. He is also the editor of the Elsevier’s Handbook of Robotic and Image-Guided 
Surgery.

Megan Atwood
Assistant Professor
Department of Writing Arts
College of Communication & Creative Arts

B.A., English and Anthropology, University of Iowa; M.F.A., specialty in writing for children 
and young adults, Hamline University

Ms. Atwood has written and published more than 35 books. Her most recent work includes 
a young adult horror book, to be released in fall 2017, and the second book in a middle grade 
series, to be released in December. In addition to writing and teaching, Ms. Atwood has been 
in the publishing industry for 17 years working as an acquiring editor, developmental editor, 
managing editor and literary agent at different times. Her research issues include genre as 
metaphor, interrogation of gender norms and diversity in kidlit. She teaches general creative 
writing, genre writing, writing for children, and classes in editing and publishing. 

New Faculty Bios
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Erica Blatt
Assistant Professor
Department of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM)
College of Education

B.A., Earth & Environmental Science/Biology, Washington University; M.S.Ed., Secondary 
Science Education, University of Pennsylvania; Ph.D., Science Education, University of New 
Hampshire

Dr. Blatt specializes in science and environmental education with an emphasis on curriculum 
development and teacher education. Her current research focuses on determining best 
practices for helping teachers incorporate environmental topics into their teaching. She also 
has investigated pre-service teachers’ youth experiences in the outdoors and their intentions 
and perceived obstacles to taking students outdoors. Prior to coming to Rowan, she was an 
assistant professor of science education at the College of Staten Island, City University of 
New York. Previously, Dr. Blatt taught high school biology, earth science and environmental 
science in diverse settings, including inner city Philadelphia, Phillips Academy in Andover, 
Massachusetts, and Costa Rica.

Seong Cho
Associate Professor
Department of Accounting & Finance
Rohrer College of Business

B.A., Business, Yonsei University, South Korea; M.S., Operations Research, Yonsei Graduate 
School; M.A., Economics, University of Rochester; Ph.D., Accounting/Finance, SUNY at 
Buffalo

Dr. Cho started his career as a banker/economist at the Bank of Korea. He has more than 
15 years of teaching experience in financial and managerial accounting and accounting 
information systems. More recently, he has been involved with advising student investment 
clubs teaching financial statement analysis. Dr. Cho’s main research agenda is corporate social 
responsibility. His research has been published in high-quality academic journals and presented 
at numerous conferences. For free time, Dr. Cho enjoys home improvement projects and 
listening to classical music.

Vahid Heydari
Assistant Professor
Department of Computer Science
College of Science & Mathematics

B.S., Computer Engineering, University of Science & Culture, Iran; M.S., Computer 
Engineering, Payame Noor University, Iran; M.S., Cybersecurity, University of Alabama in 
Huntsville; Ph.D., Computer Engineering, University of Alabama in Huntsville

Dr. Heydari’s research interests include moving target defenses and mobile ad-hoc, sensor and 
vehicular network security. He is the inventor of three pending patents related to the moving 
target defense technologies. He has been invited to talk on several occasions, including at 
the 16th National Cyber Summit. He won the best poster award at the 11th International 
Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security and the best student poster award at the 20th 
Colloquium for Information Systems Security Education. At Rowan, he teaches Practical 
Aspects of Cyber Security, Advanced Cyber Security and Computer Forensics.
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Kate E. Kedley
Assistant Professor
Department of Language, Literacy & Sociocultural Education
College of Education

B.A., English Education, University of Northern Iowa; M.A., English, Northern Arizona 
University; Ph.D., Language, Literacy and Culture, University of Iowa

Dr. Kedley was a high school and junior high Language Arts teacher for 10 years in Iowa, 
Arizona and Honduras. Her university teaching interests are working especially with pre-
service teachers in the subjects of literacy, literature and writing, and in the field during 
practicum placements. Dr. Kedley’s research interests center on critical pedagogy, education in 
Central America, teachers in social movements and LGBTQ issues in the classroom. She has 
three children — Boris, Kaiser and Malachy — and loves cats.

Misty Knight-Finley
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science & Economics
College of Humanities & Social Sciences

B.A., Political Science, California State University-Long Beach; M.A., Political Science, 
University of California, Irvine; Ph.D., Political Science, University of California, Irvine

Dr. Knight-Finley’s research spans both comparative and American politics and might best 
be described as comparative public policy. Her substantive policy interests include domestic 
human rights, social welfare and social regulatory policy. Dr. Knight-Finley has taught courses 
on American politics and human rights. At Rowan, she teaches American Government and 
Public Policy. In her free time, she enjoys spending time outdoors with her family, visiting 
museums, attending theatrical performances and cycling.

Hannah Kye
Assistant Professor
Department of Interdisciplinary & Inclusive Education
College of Education

B.A., Early Childhood Education with Special Education Approval, University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign; M.A., Gifted Education, Teachers College, Columbia University; Ed.D., 
Curriculum and Teaching, Teachers College, Columbia University

Dr. Kye’s research reflects her commitments to multicultural social justice education and 
inquiry-based learning. She formed an inquiry community about teaching science for social 
justice with teachers in New York City and presented aspects of this research at prominent 
academic conferences. Her professional experience includes work as a kindergarten and second 
grade teacher, student-teaching supervisor, and instructor in graduate courses on inclusive 
pedagogy and curriculum development at Teachers College, Columbia University. At Rowan, 
she teaches courses in early childhood education. Outside of work, she enjoys making art and 
music with her daughters.
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Yupeng Li
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science & Economics
College of Humanities & Social Sciences

B.A., Finance, Accounting, Shandong University, China; M.A., Economics, Stony Brook 
University; Ph.D., Economics, Stony Brook University

Dr. Li’s research interests are in health economics, clinical outcomes research, industrial 
organization and applied econometrics. More specifically, one of his current research projects 
focuses on patent transfers within the pharmaceutical industry, while another focus looks at 
the long-term consequences associated with aortic aneurysms. He works extensively with 
physicians and serves as the health economist in the research group at the Yale Center for 
Thoracic Aortic Disease. His related scholarly work has been published or accepted in several 
journals, such as The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery and Journal of Vascular Surgery. 
At Rowan, he teaches courses in economics.

Eric Liguori
Associate Professor
Department of Management & Entrepreneurship
Rohrer College of Business

B.S., Human Resource Management, Florida State University; M.B.A., University of South 
Florida; Ph.D., Entrepreneurship, Louisiana State University

Dr. Liguori is the Rohrer Chair of Entrepreneurship and executive director of the Center 
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Rowan University. Dr. Liguori has authored or co-
authored three books and 29 peer-reviewed journal articles published in leading outlets. His 
work has been featured in major media outlets, including Forbes, USA Today, and U.S. News & 
World Report. Dr. Liguori currently serves as senior VP of operations for the U.S. Association 
for Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE), the largest professional association in 
the world dedicated to advancing the discipline of entrepreneurship education through bold 
teaching, scholarship and practice. He also serves as the executive editor of Entrepreneurship 
Education and Pedagogy, co-editor of the USASBE Annals and associate editor for the Journal of 
Small Business Management.

Jason Luther
Assistant Professor
Department of Writing Arts
College of Communication & Creative Arts

B.A., English Education, SUNY Fredonia; B.S., Communication, SUNY Fredonia; M.A., 
English, University of Nevada, Reno; Ph.D., Composition and Cultural Rhetoric, Syracuse 
University

Dr. Luther’s research is concerned with venues for public writing, rhetoric and pedagogy, 
especially those adopted by amateurs who make use of the tools at hand to produce and 
circulate their own publications. His current project traces the historical emergence of DIY 
print culture and examines the ways in which the popularization of the internet has affected 
zine authorship in the 21st century. Dr. Luther has taught in high schools, writing centers and 
public libraries. This year, he will teach two courses in Writing Arts: Writing, Research and 
Technology and the Future of Writing module for the department’s introductory course. When 
he’s not researching material culture, Dr. Luther is contributing to it, collecting records, riding 
bikes and documenting parenthood on social media.
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Jeanna M. Mastrocinque
Assistant Professor
Department of Law & Justice Studies
College of Humanities & Social Sciences

B.A., Criminal Justice and History, University of Delaware, Honors with Distinction; M.A., 
Criminal Justice, University at Albany, State University of New York; Ph.D., Criminal Justice, 
University at Albany, State University of New York; Postdoctoral Fellowship Training, 
University of Rochester Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry

Dr. Mastrocinque’s research focuses on the intersection of victimization and health with 
attention to specific victim populations. She has led and been a part of several grant-funded 
studies involving families and friends of homicide victims and suicide-loss survivors, as well as 
intimate partner violence in the Deaf community. Her work, both quantitative and qualitative, 
seeks a multidisciplinary approach to better understand the experiences and consequences 
of victimization, as well as victims’ experiences with response systems. Dr. Mastrocinque 
currently serves as an executive officer for the American Society of Criminology’s Division of 
Victimology. At Rowan, Dr. Mastrocinque teaches introductory courses and advanced courses, 
including Death Penalty Law.

Colleen Montgomery
Assistant Professor
Department of Radio, Television & Film
College of Communication & Creative Arts

B.A., Film Studies, University of British Columbia, Canada; M.A., Film Studies, University of 
British Columbia; Ph.D., Media Studies, The University of Texas at Austin

Dr. Montgomery is a film and media scholar whose research primarily centers on animation, 
film sound and vocal performance. Her research interests also include gender and 
representation, translation and dubbing, and post-Soviet cinema. Her work is published 
in Animation Studies, Cinephile, Media Industries, and Music Sound and the Moving Image. Dr. 
Montgomery teaches Applied Media Aesthetics in the Department of Radio, Television & 
Film.

Jordan S. Moore
Assistant Professor
Department of Accounting & Finance
Rohrer College of Business

B.S., Finance, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Ph.D., Finance, University of Rochester

Dr. Moore has significant experience working as a proprietary equities trader, including 
overseas assignments in Sydney and London. His primary research objective is using insights 
from behavioral economic theory to improve financial outcomes for individual investors. 
Dr. Moore received a research grant from the Montreal Institute of Structured Finance 
and Derivatives to aid his research on financial innovation. He is excited to teach Financial 
Institutions and Markets as well as Portfolio Management. Dr. Moore is married with two 
young children. His outside interests include hiking, golf and bass guitar.


